Chapter 25 — "Spot the Niphal" Passage Exercise

Genesis 3, 6, and 21 - The Garden, the Flood Prelude, and Beersheba

Most highlighted verbs are Niphal forms. For each one, first answer Is it Niphal? (Yes / No). If Yes: parse conjugation,
PGN, and root, then state the semantic function (Passive / Reflexive / Middle / Simple Action). If No: identify the correct
stem and parse fully. Three verbs in this exercise are not Niphal — drawn from Qal already studied. Answer key begins on

the page marked "Answer Key".

Passage A — Genesis 3:5-10

3:5
D'V N9 1IN DY7IX DIA 3 DAY VT 13 VI 210 WT DN7K) DN,

"...for God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will [1]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function

1 91,
3:6 ]

7W0Y7 YV TANIL ... YYD 210 12 NYRD KDL

"So when the woman [2] that the tree was good ... and the tree was [3] to make one wise."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function

2 NINDL

3 ™mnii,
3:7

DNIY 1Y NINZONI

"Then the eyes of both of them [4]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function

4 nnEonL

3:10
NADXL'DIN DN'Y™) KX,

n

"l was afraid, because | was naked, and [5] .

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function

5 RADXI,

Passage B — Genesis 6:6-12

6:6 '
D ﬂ'lﬂ': onaY.

=

"And the LORD [6] that he [7] man on the earth."
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# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
6 DN
7 nyy
6:7
DN'WY 3 'AnNn
"1 [8] that | made them."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
8 Ealalall
6:11
0NN YIXD K7ANL... YIXD NDYDI
"The earth [9] ... and the earth [10] with violence."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
o nnyni
10 N7anL
6:12
Y277 NNWRTY NNNYWL ML,
"and behold, it [11] , for all flesh had corrupted its way."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
E FA )75
6:21

Pt K7 DRLT N

"it shall be food for you and for them — it shall [12]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function

12 2N

e e

Passage C — Genesis 21:23-31

21:23
N1 DN7KA 7 NYaWn
"[13] to me by God here."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
13 YYD
21:24

"And Abraham said, 'l [14]
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# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
14 VIYN
21:31
DRIY WY DY D
"For there [15] both of them."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
15 Waw)

Bonus — Genesis 21:3, 21:8

21:3
7 T207R
"who had been born to him"
21:8
MALTD 7T
"And the child [16] and was weaned."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
B1 T71
16 71
B2 man

[tems 6-8 (nmEEEEEEEEE /EmEEEEEEEN) are both from memmm, a verb that occurs almost exclusively in the Niphal. ltems 13-15
all parse as Reflexive from mmmmmm — notice how Imperative, Imperfect, and Wegatal all express the same oath-swearing action.

Score: 13 Niphal + 3 non-Niphal + 2 bonus = 18 total. 15-18 = excellent | 11-14 = review the paradigm | below 11 = revisit §23.3

Conjugation Coverage

Conjugation Verbs

Wayyiqtol (6) #4, #5, #6, #9, #10, B2

Wegqatal (5) #1, #8, #11, #15, B1

Imperfect (2) #12, #14

Participle (1) #3

Imperative (1) #13

Non-Niphal (3) #2 (Qal Wayyiqtol 3fs), #7 (Qal Perfect 3ms), #16 (Qal Wayyiqtol 3ms)

Reflection Questions

1. Every Niphal in Passage A (Gen 3) involves eyes, hiding, or desire. What does the Niphal contribute to the theological
message of the Fall narrative?

2. In Gen 6:6-7, God is the subject of a Niphal-only verb (mmmmm). What does this choice tell us about how the narrator
portrays God's emotional response?
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3. Compare Gen 3:5 (mmmmmmmmmmm — "will be opened,” Middle/Tolerative) with Gen 3.7 (NEEEEEEEEEEEEEE —
"were opened," Middle). Is the function identical in both? What difference in nuance, if any, does the shift from wegatal to
wayyigtol suggest?
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Answer Key

Passages with correct answers shown in the green row below each verb.

Passage A — Genesis 3:5-10

3.5
D' N9 1IN D7IX DIA D DAY YT 13 V1L 10 WT DK DN,

"...for God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will [1]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
1 Iﬂp?]_l: see |
O mnp91, Wegatal 3cp nz92 Middle — will be opened
3:6 .
2907 YYD TAN, ... YYD 210 D NURD KDL
"So when the woman [2] ___ that the tree was good ... and the tree was [3] ___ to make one wise."
# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
2 N?DL see |
O NxnL Wayyigtol 3fs nx2 NOT Niphal — Qal: and she saw; IlI-m
3 m n]| see |
O Tny Participle ms ms Tn Passive — desirable (substantival ptc.)
3:7

DY 'Y NINEONL
"Then the eyes of both of them [4]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
4 nnponL see |
O mnpont. Wayyiqtol 3fp nz9 Middle — they were opened

3:10

KANKI 1IN DN'W™D NN,

"I was afraid, because | was naked, and [5]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root Function
5 NQD?"(IT see |

O Nxanxi Wayyigtol lcs Nxan  Reflexive — | hid myself

Passage B — Genesis 6:6-12

6:6 .
_I.D- n'Lnl: DDJ]TIZI-

=

"And the LORD [6] that he [7] man on the earth.”



Chapter 25 — "Spot the Niphal" Passage Exercise — continued

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root
6 DN
O onyl. Wayyiqtol 3ms
7 nwy
O nwy Perfect 3ms

6:7

"1 [8] that | made them."

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root
8 ‘NN
O 'nnm Weqatal lcs

6:11

"The earth [9] ... and the earth [10] with violence."

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root
o nnyni
ad nnwnl. Wayyiqtol 3fs
10 N'mnL
ad N7anL Wayyiqtol 3fs

6:12

"and behold, it [11] , for all flesh had corrupted its way."

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root
1 nNNY)
O nnnwl Weqatal 3fs

6:21

"it shall be food for you and for them — it shall [12]

# Verb Conjugation PGN Root

12 N

e e

O 2ox' Imperfect 3ms

Passage C — Genesis 21:23-31

nnl

gy

onl

nny

X7n

nny

2K

page 6
Function

see |
Simple Action (Niphal-only) — relented

see |

NOT Niphal — Qal: he made/did; Ill-m

DD'YY AN

Function

see |

Simple Action (Niphal-only) — | regret

OnN YIXD K7ANL... YIX) DYWL
Function
see |
Passive — it was corrupted
see |

Passive — it was filled

2772 NNWNTR DDA M,

Function

see |

Passive — it was corrupt

Pt K7 DRLT N

Function

see |

Passive — it shall be eaten
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21:23
"[13] to me by God here."
# Verb Conjugation
13 nyawn
O nyawn Imperative
21:24

"And Abraham said, 'l [14]

# Verb Conjugation
14 YIYNX
ad yawx Imperfect
21:31
"For there [15] both of them."
# Verb Conjugation
15 W3
O wawl Wegqatal

Bonus — Genesis 21:3, 21:8

21:3

"who had been born to him"

21:8
"And the child [16] and was weaned."
# Verb Conjugation

B1 T71

ad 770 Weqatal

16 7T

ad 7121, Wayyiqtol

B2 man

ad “nav. Wayyigtol

PGN

2ms

PGN

1lcs

PGN

3mp

PGN

3ms

3ms

3ms

Root

vay
Root

WalY}
Root

vay
Root

77"

M

7

page 7

N1 DN 7 NYaWn

Function
see |
Reflexive — Swear! (bind yourself by
YAWN 121X DND2N INNY,
Function
see |

Reflexive — | will swear

DRIV WAY1 0Y 2

Function

see |

Reflexive — they swore (bound

77T WX

0T 7T

Function

see |
Passive — who had been born

see |
NOT Niphal — Qal: and he grew; plain

see |

Passive — was weaned
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[tems 6-8 (NmEEEEEEEEE /EmEEEEEEEN) are both from memmm, a verb that occurs almost exclusively in the Niphal. ltems 13-15
all parse as Reflexive from mmmmmm — notice how Imperative, Imperfect, and Weqatal all express the same oath-swearing action.

Score: 13 Niphal + 3 non-Niphal + 2 bonus = 18 total. 15-18 = excellent | 11-14 =review the paradigm | below 11 = revisit §23.3

Conjugation Coverage

Conjugation
Wayyiqtol (6)
Weqatal (5)
Imperfect (2)
Participle (1)
Imperative (1)
Non-Niphal (3)

Verbs

#4, #5, #6, #9, #10, B2

#1, #8, #11, #15, B1

#12, #14

#3

#13

#2 (Qal Wayyiqtol 3fs), #7 (Qal Perfect 3ms), #16 (Qal Wayyiqtol 3ms)
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